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As the primary teachers and examples of character, parents help create a 
more compassionate and decent society. And as individuals, we all have 
an obligation to help our children become responsible citizens and realize 
their full potential. By demonstrating values such as integrity, courage, 
honesty, and patriotism, all Americans can help our children develop 
strength and character. 

Countless individuals throughout our country demonstrate character by 
volunteering their time and energy to help neighbors in need. The men and 
women of our Armed Forces set an example of character by bravely putting 
the security of our Nation before their own lives. We also see character in 
the family members, teachers, coaches, and other dedicated individuals 
whose hearts are invested in the future of our children. 

Our changing world requires virtues that sustain our democracy, make self- 
government possible, and help build a more hopeful future. National Char-
acter Counts Week is an opportunity to recognize the depth of America’s 
character and appreciate those who pass on our values to future genera-
tions. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim October 15 through October 
21, 2006, as National Character Counts Week. I call upon public officials, 
educators, librarians, parents, students, and all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and programs. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8071 of October 13, 2006 

National Forest Products Week, 2006 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

During National Forest Products Week, we take time to appreciate the nat-
ural splendor of our country’s forests and acknowledge the importance of 
these woodlands to our economic and environmental vitality. It is also an 
opportunity to renew our commitment to conserving our natural resources 
and to using them responsibly. 

Our forests are important to our economic well-being, supplying products 
that drive our economy and create jobs and opportunities. 

America’s forests are also an important part of our Nation’s natural beauty, 
and we must continue to conserve and use these resources in a manner that 
preserves them for future generations. My Administration is committed to 
protecting our forests and woodlands against fire damage. Through the 
Healthy Forests Initiative, we have reduced the danger of fires by removing 
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hazardous fuels from millions of acres of Federal land, making commu-
nities safer from catastrophic fire and improving wildlife habitat. 

Recognizing the ‘‘importance and heritage of our vast forest resources 
which are inseparably tied to our present and our future,’’ the Congress, 
by Public Law 86–753 (36 U.S.C. 123), as amended, has designated the 
week beginning on the third Sunday in October of each year as ‘‘National 
Forest Products Week’’ and has requested the President to issue a procla-
mation in observance of this week. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim October 15 through October 21, 2006, as 
National Forest Products Week. I call upon all Americans to observe this 
week with appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this thirteenth day 
of October, in the year of our Lord two thousand six, and of the Independ-
ence of the United States of America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

Proclamation 8072 of October 18, 2006 

50th Anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On the 50th anniversary of the Hungarian Revolution, we celebrate the 
Hungarians who defied an empire to demand their liberty, we recognize the 
friendship between the United States and Hungary, and we reaffirm our 
shared desire to spread freedom to people around the world. 

The story of Hungarian democracy represents the triumph of liberty over 
tyranny. In the fall of 1956, the Hungarian people demanded change, and 
tens of thousands of students, workers, and other citizens bravely marched 
through the streets to call for freedom. Though Soviet tanks brutally 
crushed the Hungarian uprising, the thirst for freedom lived on, and in 
1989 Hungary became the first communist nation in Europe to make the 
transition to democracy. The lesson of the Hungarian experience is clear: 
liberty can be delayed, but it cannot be denied. Today, this beautiful coun-
try has held democratic elections, established a free economy, and inspired 
millions around the world. 

The United States is grateful for the warm relationship between our coun-
tries and for Hungary’s efforts to expand freedom and democracy around 
the world in places such as the Balkans, Iraq, Afghanistan, and Cuba. By 
spreading the blessings of liberty, Hungary is helping to lay the foundation 
of peace for generations to come. 

As we celebrate this anniversary, we also recognize the many ways Hun-
garian Americans have enriched and strengthened our country. Their spirit 
and hard work have contributed to the vitality, success, and prosperity of 
our Nation, and we continue to be inspired by their courage and convic-
tion. 


